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THE FOURTH PROMISE 
By Rev. Naomi King 

I n January, I had the pleasure of visiting our congregation in Tarpon Springs, the oldest Universalist congre-
gation in Florida. Tarpon Springs is also home to a collection of inspirational Luminist paintings by George 

Inness. The Unitarian Universalist Church of Tarpon Springs may permanently house a splendid art collection, 
may worship differently from, and may have a longer history than River of Grass, but we are both Unitarian 
Universalist congregations, united in the promises we share with our Association of Congregations. The differ-
ences between us reflect our vitality and our connections to particular people and places.  
 As one enters the front doors at UUC Tarpon Springs, to the right hangs the principles covenanted to at the 

1961 consolidation of the Universalist Church of America and the American Unitarian Association. The differences between those origi-
nal principles, which served us from 1961-1985, and the principles we share today are significant. (See sidebars on page 3.) Those differ-
ences exemplify our fourth promise in our current principles: affirming and promoting the free and responsible search for truth and 
meaning.  

That is, we recognize, and assert as good and appropriate, the fact that human communities change – interpretations, stories, 
practices, teachings, music, meanings, and people. We change in relationship to changing circumstances, to challenges to our sense of 
whom and whose we are, to stories and practices and music and people new to us. In that process of change, we want to hold onto what 
remains meaningful, what feels true over the longer journey, across generations and cultures.  

The process of change, though, commonly involves conflict, as we explore what seems most true and meaningful and how to 
hold onto that, and what is new that also feels true and meaningful and how to incorporate that. Part of the common challenge with 
change is because, as a society, Americans have been schooled over the past generation and a half to have polarized conflict – to argue in 
absolutes and hold that where one comes down on what is true and meaningful is a statement of a person’s worth and character. (Because 
X believes democracy is true, X is upstanding. Because V believes in the divine right of kings, V is whacko.)  

Yet we promise to approach these conflicting values in a different way, a way that takes responsibility for the well-being of every 
person (see our first three promises) and a way that pursues particular practices for the well-being of our world (see the last three prom-
ises). 

There was plenty of debate, discussion, and conflict around the development of our 1961 principles. Debate between the Uni-
(Continued on page 3) 

MOVING FORWARD: THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY 
By Steve Tepper, Board President 

T here have been many big questions asked in our congregation during the past couple of 
years: What is our mission? Who do we serve? How do we use the money in our invest-

ment account? When are we going to get a building? Should we get a building? Should we grow? 
These are all important questions, and I am optimistic we will work together to answer 

them. Some have expressed disappointment that we haven’t come up with answers already and 
moved forward. Sometimes I’m disappointed myself. But we have one question we must answer be-
fore any other: How will we be together? 

Our District Executive Rev. Kenn Hurto gave us several suggested actions in the Congrega-
tional Assessment he did for us last spring. And we have been moving forward in several areas. 

Our Covenant of Right Relations Task Force is working on the first piece of the puzzle. An aspirational agreement about how 
we will behave toward each other will help guide our words and actions. The Board of Trustees adopted its own working covenant and 
published it on the Congregation’s website. I invite you to look at it and see how some of those guidelines might work for you in your 
own ministries within our Community. 

I am very excited about the next step, which is the creation of a Committee On Ministry. This new group will be selected 

(Continued on page 2) 
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OUR SUNDAY LOCATION 
Central Park Elementary School 

777 North Nob Hill Road   Plantation, Florida 33324 

EVERY SUNDAY 
Faith Development Classes: 9:30a.m.-10:30a.m. 

Worship Service: 10:30a.m.-11:30a.m. Coffee Hour: 11:30a.m. - 12:00p.m. 
Children’s Fellowship: 10:45a.m. - 11:30a.m 

    

FRIENDLY REMINDERS FOR OUR MEMBERS 
Please utilize the north parking lot of Central Park Elementary School on Sundays. 

This will allow the driveway and closer parking spaces to be available to 
our guests and physically challenged worshipers. 

All meetings are held at 324 S. University  Dr. in Plantation unless otherwise noted.  

River of Grass 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION 

324 South University Drive 

Plantation, Florida 33324 

Phone (954) 474-2007 Fax (954) 474-2022 

www.riverofgrass.org      uuriverofgrass@aol.com 
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Minister 
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Congregational Administrator 
Mitsy Kirkland 

Board of Trustees 

President  ...................................................  Steve Tepper 

Vice President ..................................  Paula Rabinowitz 

Secretary ..............................................  Karen Gonzalez 

Treasurer ....................................... Michael Richardson 

Trustee ........................................................Andie Arthur 

Trustee ...................................................  Ken Bresnahan 

Trustee ........................................... Kathy Jens-Rochow 

Trustee ..................................................... Janet Schwartz  

Youth Representative ............................Elaine Golden 
 

Committee Chairs 

Auction........................................................ Johnnie Peck 

Caring ................. Marti Pratt & Laura Secord-Tepper 

Celebration .............. Andie Perez & Pam Schrimsher 

Community Awareness  ........................  Andie Arthur 

Faith Development ...................................Laura House 

Finance  ............................................................. Scott May  

Green ............................................... Steve Jens-Rochow 

Membership ....  Vickie Koutoulas &  Linda Meerow 

New Space Task Force ............................ Johnnie Peck 

Nominating ......................................... Leana Bresnahan 

Right Relations ...................................... Gary Gonzalez 

Service & Social Justice  ...........  Alan Meerow & Kay 

                                                                  Swicord  

Shared Ministry  .........  Diane Lade & Janet Schwartz 

Worship  ....................................................... Brit Lundell 

through a deliberative process by the Board of Trustees and the Minister, but they 
will ultimately be accountable to the Congregation. 

In drafting a charter for the Committee on Ministry, the Board of Trustees 
worked from materials provided by Rev. Kenn and other Unitarian Universalist 
Association resources. I want to share the proposed roles and responsibilities of 
the Committee with you and invite your thoughts and input before we finalize the 
formation of the group. I’ve asked Trustee Ken Bresnahan to track comments, so 
please respond directly to him at Trustee.Bresnahan@riverofgrass.org  

1. The Committee On Ministry will act as the congregation’s “Process Ob-
server,” and represent the broad scope of constituent interests. 

2. The Committee On Ministry will view all aspects of ministry to assess 
how we are acting according to our Unitarian Universalist heritage and 
values, our congregation’s mission and vision, as well as our covenant of 
right relations. 

3. The Committee On Ministry will provide feedback to the Minister, 
Board of Trustees and Congregation as appropriate where issues arise 
that require attention. 

4. The most important responsibility for a member of the Committee On 
Ministry is to be present, to simply show up, pay attention, foster open communi-
cations and report issues. 

5. The Committee On Ministry has no other agenda. It is not an advocate or defense 
team for the Minister. It does not manage conflict, or do assessments, evaluations or 
surveys. It is not a complaint box. 

6. The Committee On Ministry is empowered to create its own “rules of the road” for 
its own functioning. 

It is expected that the Committee on Ministry will be composed of three members serv-
ing staggered three year terms. Two members would be selected by the Board and Minister, 
and a third selected by those two members. 

This group is not expected to serve as a “complaint box” or a conflict resolving team. 
(We are working on other steps to address conflict management.) However, it will serve a 
vital role in monitoring our Congregation’s health, to help us be together in a way that fulfills 
the promise of our values and covenants. 

(MOVING FORWARD—Continued from page 1) 

 
MINISTER’S HOURS 
Please call to make an appoint-

ment with our Minister. Rev. 

Naomi King is with us the last 

two weeks of February. 

SERVICES 
February 7: To Be Announced – Youth Group 
February 14: “Principle 2 in Music and Verse: Jus-

tice, Equity and 
Compassion in Human Relations” – 
River of Grass Musicians 

February 21: “Waters of Love” – Rev. Naomi 
February 28: “Making Room for Hope” – Rev. 

Naomi 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY,  
RIVER OF GRASS 

 O ur congregation is Eleven years 

young! We will have a cupcake cele-

bration of Charter Sunday on February 21st 

during coffee hour. The Celebration commit-

tee is looking for volunteer bakers to donate 

11 of your favorite flavor of cupcake. Contact 

them at Celebration@riverofgrass.org 
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versalist Convention and the Unitarian Convention was so heated in 1961, the Rochester press printed special editions reflecting the pri-
mary contentions of religious divide. Back and forth the headlines went: “Jesus In!” “Jesus Out!”  

The issues were not new and neither was the process, for either religious tradition. Since 1833, both Universalists and Unitarians 
have periodically revised covenants, creeds, and affirmations that bound their respective bodies. It was not a new process by the early 
1980s, when it was becoming clear that our 1961 Principles weren’t in keeping with broadly affirmed truth and meaning in our Associa-
tion. This is why our Association bylaws ask us to review these principles, at a minimum, every fifteen years. There was debate and con-
flict in 1985, in 1995, and in 2009. We can safely predict more to come, as we change in our understanding of what is true and meaning-
ful. 

This month, as we celebrate our eleventh anniversary of charter as a congregation, we have a wonderful opportunity to ponder 
how we live our fourth promise, the free and responsible search for truth and meaning. How has River of Grass changed in the past 
eleven years? What are we holding onto? What are we trying to incorporate? How are we – and the area in which we live – the same as 
eleven years ago? How are we – and the area in which we live – different?  

Happy Birthday, River of Grass! For eleven years, we’ve been affirming and promoting the free and responsible search for truth 
and meaning. How shall we live that promise in the next eleven? 

(FOURTH PROMISE—Continued from page 1) 

ORIGINAL PRINCIPLES, 1961-1985 

I n accordance with these corporate purposes, the members of the Unitarian Universalist Associa-
tion, dedicated to the principles of a free faith, unite in seeking: 

1. To strengthen one another in a free and disciplined search for truth as the foundation of 
our religious fellowship; 

2. To cherish and spread the universal truths taught by the great prophets and teachers of 
humanity in every age and tradition, immemorially summarized in the Judeo-Christian 
heritage as love to God and love to man; 

3. To affirm, defend and promote the supreme worth of every human personality, the dig-
nity of man, and the use of the democratic method in human relationships; 

4. To implement our vision of one world by striving for a world community founded on ideals of brotherhood, justice and peace; 
5. To serve the needs of member churches and fellowships, to organize new churches and fellowships, and to extend and 

strengthen liberal religion; 
6. To encourage cooperation with men of good will in every land. 

 

CURRENT PRINCIPLES, 1985-PRESENT (REVISED IN 1995) 
We, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association, covenant to affirm and promote: 

• The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

• Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 

• Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations; 

• A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

• The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in society at large; 

• The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 

• Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 
 
The living tradition which we share draws from many sources: 

Direct experience of that transcending mystery and wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which 
moves us to a renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces which create and up-
hold life; 

Words and deeds of prophetic women and men which challenge us to confront powers and 
structures of evil with justice, compassion, and the transforming power of love; 

Wisdom from the world’s religions which inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life; 
Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond to God’s love by loving our 

neighbors as ourselves; 
Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the guidance of reason and the results of sci-

ence, and warn us against idolatries of the mind and spirit. 
Spiritual teachings of earth-centered traditions which celebrate the sacred circle of life and 

instruct us to live in harmony with the rhythms of nature. 
 
Grateful for the religious pluralism which enriches and ennobles our faith, we are inspired to 
deepen our understanding and expand our vision. As free congregations we enter into this cove-
nant, promising to one another our mutual trust and support. 

WANTED: 
INVENTORY LISTS 
 Are you storing files, furniture, 
photographs, etc. for River of 
Grass? Records, art, or other 
things? If so, please send a list of 
the items to Inven-
tory@riverofgrass.org. See Pam 
Schrimsher for more informa-
tion. 

PRODUCTION ARTIST 
 Marti Pratt, who has done an 
extraordinary job laying out the 
newsletter, is stepping down. If 
anyone is interested in becoming 
a part of the team, please contact 
Editor Bev Kaufman at Newslet-
terEditor@riverofgrass.org. 



Reflections - A Monthly Newsletter from the River of Grass Unitarian Universalist Congregation - 4 - 

 

RIVER OF GRASS OPENS HEARTS AND WALLETS FOR HAITI 

 T he earthquake in Haiti has affected our congregation and local community deeply. Many have asked what we can do 
to help. In this situation, the first need is financial to help aid agencies purchase and move supplies, technical sup-

port, and skilled volunteers. Our Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) and our Unitarian Universalist Service Committee 
(UUSC) are working with the relief efforts.  
 Our special offering on January 17 raised $3,002.00 for Haiti Relief. A check for this amount has already been mailed 
to the UUSC. Thank you so much for your generosity and support. By contributing to the relief efforts through our congre-
gation, you demonstrate to our movement and local community the effectiveness of our congregation’s actions and our 
shared commitment to nurturing our spirits and healing this world. 
 Our assistance is targeted to those who have least access to aid: child workers (restaviks), women-headed households 
working in the informal sector, and people living with HIV/AIDS. You can read about these efforts on the UUSC website, 
www.uusc.org.  

CONNECTIONS TO OUR FAITH 
By Jules Jaramillo 

    O n February 7th, Faith Development will be having its annual 
Secret Pal party. This year, Secret Pals wrote letters about 

places they had visited or vacationed at, what their favorite hobbies 
were, what their families were like, and what their favorite principles 
are and how they have come in handy. Many adults and students 
shared their letters with me with great excitement. Learning about 
each other brings us closer to one another. Sharing glimpses of our-
selves, who we are, allows us to live in a stronger community. My fa-
vorite letters were about our Unitarian Universalist Principles. It truly 
exemplifies how even the youngest in our community bring their faith 
alive on a daily basis. 
 The Compassionate Journey class has been engaged in numerous 
service projects this year, discovering ways to apply these seven princi-
ples to the world around them and to them as individuals. They have 
been discovering how worth and dignity can transcend differences. 
They have protected earth’s life boat by caring for animals and the 
environment. They have seen first-hand suffering and been a part of 
easing this suffering by the good works they performed with their very 
own hands. During circle time in class, they learn of acceptance and 
encouragement, of spiritual growth as they discover their own truth 
and meaning. Every activity they engage in on Sunday morning is a 
lesson they carry with them through the week and for the rest of their 
lives. 
 The high school youth have begun their own journey of discover-
ing personal connections to their faith with the affirmations program. 
This rite of passage encourages participating student to make this con-
nection by personal reflection, articulating and practicing their UU 
faith. This takes place by pairing youth with adult mentors from the 
congregation, in-depth class discussions emphasizing self-awareness 
and Unitarian Universalist identity, and service to our congregation 
and community. They are given the tools of our faith to carry them 
securely into adulthood. 
 Both of our youth programs are supported by volunteers who also 
learn and grow in their faith every time they prepare a lesson, every 
time they engage our children and youth in discussions or activities. 
The benefits are endless. When we teach our children about our faith, 
we learn. When we encourage connections to meaning, we find hope. 
When we ask questions, we are one step closer to truth and meaning. 
This is a journey we share no matter our age.  
 If you would like to join us on this journey, please contact us at 
FaithDevelopment@riverofgrass.org. 

PLEDGE CONTRIBUTIONS ARE OFF 
By Steve Tepper, Board President 

 A s you are aware, we had significant challenges last year 
during our Annual Giving campaign. River of Grass was 

far from immune from the worldwide economic hardships, and 
our pledge base fell by about 30%. Half-way through the year, 
our Treasurer reported to the Board of Trustees that actual col-
lections of pledges are only at about 86% of budget. If this trend 
were to continue, we will likely fail to complete the year on 
budget. 
 If you have fallen behind on your payment, I urge you to 
catch up as soon as you can. Most banks will allow you to set up 
an automatic monthly payment online. It’s easy and it’s free! If 
for any reason, you feel you will not be able to fulfill your pledge, 
please get in touch with Reverend Naomi to discuss a reduction.  

TREASURER’S TIDBITS 
By Michael Richardson, Treasurer 

 A  New Year is well underway as you 
read this update, which recaps where 

our congregation stands after the first six 
months of our fiscal year. The overall view is 
that we continue to track significantly under 

budget on both expenses and revenues. A copy of the budget to 
actual is available for review at the office. Our congregational 
administrator will be making individual 2009 contributions avail-
able by the end of January. 
 

 
 
 If you have any questions on the financial detail, please email 
me at Treasurer@riverofgrass.org. 

  Budgeted Actual 

Expenses $108,567.06 $92,199.60 

Annual Giving $48,554.52 $41,752.00 

Offerings (Plate) $9,150.48 $5,707.66 

All Other Income $13,630.02 $14,230.62 

Reserve Acct as of 12/31/2009 $628,121.77 
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Welcome, New Members! 
By Wendell Abern 

 H ere’s a big surprise: our two newest members are not native Floridians. Jean and Amy come 
from two vastly different climates, and deserve a typical River of Grass welcome from all of us. 

To wit: Greet. Smile. Hug.  
 To my knowledge, Jean Ann Yzer is the only member in the history of River of Grass to hail from Aruba. She left the island after 
graduating high school, with a scholarship from the Dutch government to study dance – much to the dismay of her parents. After train-
ing in Amsterdam and New York, and after a performance stint with a modern dance troupe in New York City, Jean switched careers – 
to physical therapy. She received a Physical Therapy Degree from State University of New York in Brooklyn, and has been practicing ever 
since.  
 Today, Jean is a physical therapist who works primarily with oncology patients, specializing in lymphedema (lymphatic obstruction, or 
blockage of the lymph nodes) – an area just beginning to gain public awareness. She is currently director of the clinic, Total Lymphedema 
Care, which treats patients afflicted with the condition. 
 Not surprisingly for a native Aruban, her favorite animals are talking tropical parrots and monkeys. But her own pets consist of an 
adopted Bichon Frise (Oliver), and three parakeets. And in answer to your question, Jean: no, pets cannot become members of River of 
Grass. 
 Born and baptized a Catholic, Jean began exploring “more liberal spiritual ideas in the ten years prior to coming to River of Grass. I 
studied New Thought teachings extensively. Recently, my search to affiliate myself with a spiritual group that demonstrates greater con-
gruency between word and deed and organizes itself according to democratic principles led me to Unitarian Universalism.” 
 Jean enjoys being outdoors and walking through parks, in woods, just about anywhere. An avid gardener, she has about fifteen or-
chids that grace her with beautiful blossoms from time to time. She loves watching movies and reads and writes when she gets around to 
it. She also likes to cook and eat good food, which includes some Caribbean-type stews and other meals with a heavy accent on vegeta-
bles. Unlike many who take up meditation as a hobby, Jean considers the practice “a good friend.” 
 Topics that she considers important: spirituality, family, women’s issues, staying positive and fit, being visionary and having fun. 
 
 Amy Shaw is yet another of our many itinerant Midwesterners: born in Appleton, Wisconsin, she grew up in Connecticut, and re-
ceived a B.A. in history and a certificate in Women’s Studies from Florida Atlantic University. Today, Amy is an editor at ProQuest, an 
educational database company, and lives in Fort Lauderdale with her husband, David, ten-year old son, Henry, and four cats. 
 Amy’s father is a retired United Church of Christ minister and her mother a retired school teacher. Amy enjoys reading, writing, hik-
ing, painting and learning about different cultures. She is a member of both the Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators and 
the Women’s International Film Festival. 

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 
By Vickie Koutoulas, Membership Co-Chair 

T he Membership Committee hosted their Second Sunday lunch on January 10 at Las Vegas in Plantation. We had a nice 
group of people there and the food was delicious.  

On February 14, Second Sunday Lunch is scheduled to be held at Deicke Park in Plantation. This park is located just north of 
Central Park Elementary School at 1200 N.W. 106th Ave. Everyone is asked to bring their own lunch, drinks, paper goods, and a chair or 
blanket. There is a volleyball court, and a small playground for the children. We will meet directly after services. 

New members will be recognized on February 21 and the Membership Committee will be hosting a lunch for them after ser-
vices.  

The Membership Committee will be hosting a group discussion of the book, A Chosen Faith, An Introduction to Unitarian 
Universalism, by John A. Buehrens and Forrest Church, on February 20, a Saturday, from 10:00am to 12:30pm. 

TIME TO PLAN FOR NEXT YEAR 
By Brit Lundell, Worship Committee Chair 

 N ext year!?! Didn’t it just become this year? Well, yes, but I’m referring to the next Congregational year: It 
begins in July – just five short months away – and the Worship Committee needs to start planning our 

liturgical calendar. To do that, we need your help: What topics, messages, philosophies, or values are you inter-
ested in our services covering? What holidays, historical or current events, or other happenings would you like to 

see observed or examined? In short, what would you like your services to be about? 
 Please let me or one of the other Worship Committee members (Andy Perez, Kathy Jens-Rochow, or Susan Juncosa) know, or send 

your thoughts and ideas to Worship@riverofgrass.org. 
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Tue. 2nd 6:30-8:30pm Leadership Roundtable 
 

Wed. 3rd 7:30-9:00pm Covenant of Right  
   Relations Task Force 
   7:15-9:00pm  bUUkies Book  
   Discussion 
 

Thu. 4th 7:00-9:00pm  Executive Board Meet-
ing 

 

Fri. 5th 7:15-9:00pm Simplicity Circle 
 

Sat. 6th 11:00am-12:30pm Membership  
   Committee 
   
Sun. 7th  Secret Pals Party 
   Super Bowl Party  
   (Auction event) 
  9:30-10:30am  Sunday Classes 
  10:30-11:30am  Sunday Worship 
  11:30am-12:30pm Youth Group Meeting 
    
Mon. 8th 7:15-9:00pm  Broward Green  
   Simplicity Circle 
 

Tue 9th 7:00-9:00pm Finance Committee  

 

Wed. 10th 7:30-9:00pm  Circle of Light 
 

Thu. 11th 7:30-9:00pm  Men’s Group 
 

Fri. 12th 6:30-8:30pm  Mindful Meditation  
   Community 
 

Sat. 13th  Martini Party  
   (Auction event) 
   Full Moon Daughters 
    Campout 
  10:00am-12:00pm Wildpine Covenant 

Group 
   7:30-9:00pm  Spiritual Art Group 
   
Sun. 14th  Full Moon Daughters  
   Campout 
  9:30-10:30am  Sunday Classes 
  10:30-11:30am  Sunday Worship 
  12:00-2:00pm  Second Sunday Lunch 
    at Deicke Park 
 

Mon. 15th  Newsletter Deadline 
   President's Day 
   Full Moon Daughters  
   Campout 
 

Thu. 18th 7:15 pm  Board Meeting 
   7:30-9:00pm  Women's Group 

 

Fri. 19th 7:15-9:00pm  Simplicity Circle 
 

Sat. 20th 10:00am-12:30pm Our Chosen Faith Book  
   Discussion 
   
Sun. 21st  Charter Sunday 
    Annual Giving Launch  
   New Member Sunday 
  9:30-10:30am  Sunday Classes 
  10:30-11:30am  Sunday Worship 
  11:30am-12:00pm Board Report Back 
 

Mon. 22nd 7:15-9:00pm  The Green League of  
   Broward 
 

Thu. 25th 7:30-9:00pm  Men’s Group 
 

Fri. 26th 7:15-9:00pm  Green Committee 
 

Sat. 27th 6:00-8:00pm  Journey Toward  
   Wholeness: Cultivating  
   Inclusivity 
  7:00-9:00pm  Ner Tamid 
   
Sun. 28th  Purim Festival 
   Beach Clean-up - River of 

Grass Youth  
  9:00-10:00am  Empty Bowls Project 
  9:30-10:30am  Sunday Classes 
  10:30-11:30am  Sunday Worship 
  12:30-3:00pm  Seven Promises Class 

 

March Highlights 

Sun. 14th  Empty Bowls Project 
Sun. 21st  Empty Bowls Project 
Tue. 30th  Passover Begins 

A MUSICAL TREAT 
By Judy Oltmans 

 T riChoir is coming to River 

of Grass on Sunday, Feb-

ruary 21st! Come listen to 

the combined choirs of the Unitar-

ian Universalist Church of Ft. 

Lauderdale, the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Boca Raton 

and the River of Grass UU Congregation when they perform at our 

worship service.  
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JACK LENHARDT…LOVINGLY HONORED 
By his daughters, Barbara, Nancy, and Sandra 

 H usband, father, son, brother, WWII veteran, uncle, father-in-law, grandfa-
ther of three, great-grandfather of seven. Our father loved nature, his long-

time friends, his church, dancing, music, sports, a good meal, ice cream, hugs, his 
family and life. 
 Dad appreciated a beautiful sunset and the bright sunshine of a new day. There 
were always flowers in the house for Mom and he enjoyed them also. Mom and Dad 
planted as many fruit, flowering, and shade trees in their yard as they could. Dad 
subscribed to National Geographic magazine and his concern for the environment 
led him to send a small donation to many nature related organizations. 
 Dad kept in touch with his long-time friends. He recently wrote letters and cards 
to friends he met in college, Class of 1950. (The Akron University Zips were his 
favorite team along with mom’s alma mater, Class of 1985. the UM Hurricanes)  
 Rev. Arnold Taylor and our dad were friends since their service together in the 
military during World War II. They met as young men in Southampton England. 
They played drums while marching through London celebrating the end of the war. 
We didn’t know dad knew how to play drums! He explained,  “Well, I didn’t! I just 
didn’t want to carry that heavy gun in the parade!” So, as the story goes, someone 
pulled dad and his buddy, Arnold, aside and gave them a quick drum lesson. 
 Dad was quite a good communicator. We have found original letters dad wrote 
to relatives while in the military that are still preserved in the original envelopes. He 
wrote letters to his sister and niece almost weekly. We have seen copies of detailed 
letters dad wrote to friends this Christmas (2009) outlining events of the year includ-
ing the births of four great grandchildren. 
 Dad’s early life was difficult. His mother, Celia, passed away when he was four. 
He was adopted by his uncle and his Aunt Mary, who then died when he was eight. 
His uncle Lorenz was the father that loved him and took care of him until he was a teenager. On the back of a photo, Dad wrote, “This 
was a good man who stepped in after my mom, Celia Jarrett, died in 1928. In 1939 he sent me from Connecticut to Wooster, Ohio.”  
 Dad went to live with cousins during his high school years. Dad’s struggles and determination along with help from his cousins kept 
him going. He felt fortunate that someone kept him on an academic track in school. He was in the Army from May, 1943 until June of 
1946. As our father had explained it, “The science, math and foreign language teachers saved my life when I was drafted in 1943 because 
I scored well on Army tests. After basic training in the California desert, I was sent to Indiana University engineering school. Over 
200,000 young soldiers selected for high IQ’s and previous educational experience were enrolled in the Army Specialized Training Pro-
gram (ASTP). When ASTP was curtailed in 1944, 100,000 trainees were reassigned, me to an Armored Division, but I missed the D-Day 
invasion. I was in Patton’s army.” 
 A dance in Akron, Ohio, brought Mom and Dad together. Mom’s sister, Vicky, knew Dad from a college class and it was she who 
introduced them. Mom and Dad were married November 13, 1947, just three months after meeting at the dance. They were married al-
most 62 years. Big band music of the 1940’s was always Dad’s favorite and we are sure their history had a lot to do with it.  
 Our parents taught us the importance of family. Our father was very close to our mother’s parents and sisters. We have always known 
how much our mother and father loved us. They encouraged, supported, and guided our choices and wanted us to be happy. They knew 
our husbands loved us and them too. A recent note from an Ohio cousin tells us that all of us were dad’s first “real” family.  
 Our father’s wonderful sense of humor and laughter were always present. His sense of honor and honesty were evident in all he did. 
These are just some of the ways his grandchildren remember him: 
 Kelley recalls “the great big bear hugs we got when we first saw him and before we left. . . . He loved his family and it meant the 
world to him. He was so in love with Grandma and together they were what we all can aspire to have: a long, loving marriage.” 
 And Karen shared, “Grandpa telling the story of how he met Grandma and how they danced and then got in a friend's car together 
because Grandpa wanted to spend more time with her. He'd already asked her for date #2 and she said yes, when she found that he had a 
drink (of whiskey with a friend). She wasn't sure if she wanted to hang out with Gpa anymore. Lucky for him, she couldn't find his num-
ber to cancel.  
 “Gpa asking the Material Girls (Lillian’s quilting group) to finish the quilt that Gma started for Max and Riley and how happy he was 
to see me open the package. It was a Kodak moment; he took pics and I cried.” 
 Dad and Mom loved the River of Grass congregation. They enjoyed the annual Auction dinner, the events that followed, and the 

opportunity to be with you. Dad especially loved your visits to their home, your hugs, and the meals so lovingly prepared. Thank you all 

for the transportation to and from so many wonderful and helpful events. Thank you, Rev. Naomi, for your visits with Dad and with us. 

Our thanks to each of you for the outpouring of love for our father.  

 It was just a few short months since we said 
goodbye to Lillian Lenhardt. Though her hus-
band Jack was deeply grieved, he did not give 
up on life. He joined us again and again at 
worship services, at the Wildpine Covenant 
Group, even at a Beatles concert performed by 
our River of Grass musicians, which he clearly 
enjoyed even if he did miss the Fab Four mu-
sic the first time around.  
 Then, a few short days later, we were 
shocked and saddened by the news that Jack 
had died on December 28, surrounded by his 
family, “peacefully and with love around him.” 
Below is a moving tribute by his children. 
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THE EMPTY BOWLS PROJECT 
By Deb Giblin-Davis 

 I t’s that time of year again – time to get muddy for a good cause! The Empty Bowl Project is a national program to raise money to 
feed the hungry and raise awareness of the pervasive nature of hunger in America. All money raised goes to the Cooperative 

Feeding Program of Broward!! 
 On February 28, we will have the first ceramic bowl workshop at Central Park Elementary, where we will make the bowls, and on 
Sunday, March 14, we will glaze them. For those of you who feel you are ceramically challenged, Rob Giblin-Davis will give instructions 
on creating your bowl.  

 The cost will be $20 for the bowls and soup lunch. The bowls will be available on our Stone 
Soup/Empty Bowl Lunch, Sunday March 21. If you chose not to make a bowl, you can still 
enjoy our Stone Soup lunch and donate $15 to a good cause. 
 
Dates to remember: 
Sunday, February 28 – ceramic bowl workshop at Central Park 
Sunday, March 14 – glaze bowls at Central Park 
Sunday, March 21 – Stone Soup/Empty Bowl Dinner lunch 
Cost: 
 $20 donation for dinner and bowl 
 $15 donation soup only – adults 
 $3 donation soup only – kids 
Adults and children of all ages welcome! 

If there are any questions, please contact Deb Giblin-Davis at 954-791-2989 or at debgiblindavis@yahoo.com. Look for the signup sheet 

in the back of the sanctuary. 

KING CORN 
By Kay Swicord, Service & Social Justice Co-Chair 

 S everal of us gathered to watch the PBS documentary King Corn 
at the congregation office on January 22nd. We learned that most 

of the corn in the U.S. is grown on huge farms in Iowa that now grow 
only corn. The corn is genetically modified to be resistant to weed killers 
and pesticides that are used and the land is saturated with ammonia fertil-
izers.  
 However, the main food that we humans get from all of this corn is 
corn syrup, a product that is found in many products on grocery shelves 
including sodas, fruit juices, ketchup, and the list goes on and on. Actually 
this corn, if eaten right off the cob, is inedible and tastes like cellulose. But 
the corn syrup made from it is very sweet and satisfying (if you like “real 
sweet”) and with diabetes and obesity on the rise, this is not a good thing. 
Because of mass production and government subsidies, corn is grown very 
cheaply. The sweet addictive taste and low cost are reasons why corn syrup 
is used extensively in food products.  
 Some of this mass-produced corn is converted to ethanol and about 
50% of it is used for livestock feed. Cows are put into crowded feeding 
lots several months before slaughter, are not allowed much exercise, and 
are continually fed corn to become fattened. In reality, cows were not 
meant to eat corn and it is not good for their digestive systems. Most of 
the cows would die a short time later if not slaughtered because of severe 
ulceration.  
 We do have choices! We came away realizing how important it is to 
read labels and make conscious decisions before choosing a food product. 
If we have the opportunity, buying locally and from small organic farmers 
means most likely the food is healthy (free of harmful chemicals) and the 
land has been properly cared for. And if beef is a part of your diet, in some 
stores grass-fed beef is available as an alternative.  
 Since “Ethical Eating” is a UU theme for this year, we thought this 

information was worth sharing. 

MENU FOR THE FUTURE 

“Menu For The Future,” the Simplicity Circle’s 
curricula that explores the connection between food and 
sustainability, will explore many of the issues brought up 
by the Unitarian Universalist Association’s 2008-2012 
Study Action Issue, “Ethical Eating; Food and Environ-
mental Justice.” Since food production and transporta-
tion contribute to many environmental problems, we will 
discuss how we can make sustainable choices in what we 
eat.  

Contact Steve Jens-Rochow at Simplic-
ity@riverofgrass.org to join the discussion. The first ses-

sion is on February 5.  

Malaria Project Concert 
By Steve Tepper 

 T he River of 
Grass Ser-

vice and Social Jus-

tice Committee is 
proud to sponsor a 
benefit concert for the Malaria Project. The concert fea-
tures the River of Grass musicians and very special guest 
artist Jacob Jeffries. The Malaria Project is a civic engage-
ment initiative being conducted at Florida Gulf Coast 
University to raise public awareness about mosquito-
vectored malaria and to raise funds to purchase bed nets 
for the villagers of Kanke, Nigeria. 

  The concert will be held on Saturday, Feb 20, at the 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Fort Lauderdale at 3970 
NW 21st Ave., Oakland Park, FL 33309. Suggested do-
nation is $20. Please contact SSJC@riverofgrass.org for 

more information. 


